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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gmgwx77osw

Special Theatrical Event in Melbourne to coincide with Vietham Veterans’ Day:

MELBOURNE
YENUE

SEASON
TICKETS

Arts Centre Melbourne, Hamer Hall

Friday 22 Aug 7.30pm, Saturday 23 Aug 2pm, Saturday 23 Aug 7.30pm
ARTS CENTREE MELBOURMNE 1300 182 183 or

winiy artscentremelbourne .com.au

Grouns 10+ SAVE! Call Groun Bookinas 1300 002 787
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Set in the Vietnam War era, the evocative and stirring production showcases some of the
greatest rock songs ever produced performed by some of Australia’s greatest singer-actors
and musicians.

The show features the music of Steppenwolf, Joe Cocker, Buffalo Springfield, Creedence
Clearwater Revival, Gladys Knight, Billy Thorpe, The Rolling Stones and Curtis
Mayfield just to name a few.

Conscription, combat, protest and homecoming, Rolling Thunder Vietnam - Songs that
Defined A Generation unites personal stories of young Vietnam War soldiers with classic
songs of the era. This dynamic theatrical concert draws audiences inside the lives of men on
the battlefront and their family and loved ones at home.

The Yietnam War was the world’s first televised war. More than any other conflict it produced
some of the most popular and enduring songs of the 20th century.

With stunning projected images and historic footage, Rolling Thunder Vietnam is a rich and
emotional experience written by Bryce Hallett (Freeway — The Chef Baker Journey) and
directed by David Berthold (Holding fhe Man, Cosf). Based on extensive research, actual
letters and first-hand interviews with Vietham War veterans, the stories reveal strained and
loving relationships, the danger of combat, the rise of the anti-war protest movement in the
late’60s and a bittersweet homecoming.

“The deeply personal stories have largely sprung from face-to-face interviews with Australian
soldiers who lived in this era” said Bryce Hallett, Writer.

“| wanted the monologues between songs to be truthful and spare. Most of the songs in the
show are essentially anti-war protest songs that brilliantly convey the rhythm, spirit and mood
of the times. Many are epic in nature and the directness of the storytelling serves to bring a
raw intimacy to the music.”

David Berthold, Director said “This is music that sings out to every generation that believes
in justice, equality, freedom and peace. We've shaped four very personal stories, inspired by
real life experiences, into what | think is a musical event that will reach into the heant.”

The “songs that defined a generation” include Magic Carpet Ride, Fortunate Son, All Along

the Waftchtower, Help Me Make If Through The Might, Run Through the Jungle, Paint If Black,
The Real Thing, Lefter, People Gef Ready, and Kifling Me Soltly With His Song.

Music in the '60s meant liberation, not only for battle-weary young soldiers, but for a
generation of artists whose timely yet enduring songs held a mirror up to the chaos, and
expressed themes of love, betrayal and loss.
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ABOUT THE SHOW

Conscription, combat, protest and homecoming... Roffing Thunder Vietnam - Songs that

Defined a Generation unites personal stories drawn from real lfe experiences with classic
rock songs of the era. The concert drama presents a new generation of Australian talent
and some of Australia’s finest rock musicians led by Chong Lim (The John Farnham Band,
Dancing With The Stars).

Hot and stormy nights in the jungle reveal the dangers of combat, comradeship, the
importance of letters, temptations of the flesh and questions of faith. The stories of country
bay Johnny, his girlfriend Sarah, fellow digger Andy and the US marine Thomas, evoke a raw
and immecdliate world of love, fear, courage, moral uncertainty and loss.

“Fofing Thunder Vietnam is set in the late ‘60s, a period of immense cultural and political
change, but its stories are universal and resonate at a time when the cost of war continues to
be counted.” - Bryce Hallett, writer
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Rolling Thunder has been promoted because of the special interest it may have to the defence
and veteran community in general and Vietnam veterans in particular. | am certainly aware of
some groups of veterans who have made group bookings and are keenly awaiting the Melbourne

premier. Editor

For details on the Vietham Veterans’ Day Commemoration at

The Shrine of Remembrance—uvisit:

http://www.shrine.org.au/Remembrance/Ceremonies/Vietham-
Veterans-Day-Commemoration-Ceremony-2014

Editor: Graeme Lambert
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